
Things are looking bright 

and cheery these days.  I 

think it’s nice weather 

lately.  I’m really looking 

forward to the spring 

fling Saturday night and 

hoping we have a large 

turnout.  I also hope we 

have a large community 

turnout for our Blessing 

of the Fleet on Sunday 

and don’t have the 

weather we had last year 

as the rain poured down 

during the entire cere-

mony.  

At our Bridge meeting on 

the 20th, we were over-

joyed to welcome our 

new Secretary, Bonnie 

Coile.  She will tell you a 

little about herself in her 

article.  I thought she was 

going to back out when I 

told her she would need a 

white uniform for the 

Blessing of the Fleet.  

However, being the great 

trooper I know she is go-

ing to be, she smiled and 

said that with only a 

week to do anything she 

would work on it.  Addi-

tionally, I want to thank 

MJ for her service to the 

Bridge and for hanging in 

there until we could find 

her replacement.  Wel-

come Bonnie and thanks 

MJ. 

Another item discussed at 

our Bridge meeting was 

that a few members have 

not paid their dues.  Next 

month all members who 

have unpaid dues will be 

dropped from our mem-

bership and their names 

taken off the roster.   If 

you do not want this to 

happen, please contact a 

Bridge member and/or 

send your check to P. O. 

Box 905, Stafford, VA 

22554.  

Our Bridge voted to form 

a Bar Committee to look 

for ways to help improve 

the bar efficiency, de-

velop ways to provide 

knowledge of the rules 

governing its operation, 

and provide a pleasant 

place for all members to 

gather and enjoy.  The 

Vice Commodore over-

sees the Clubhouse so he 

will head this committee 

with the help of our Club 

Stewart, Glen Sirbaugh 

and volunteer Chrissy 

Kinman.  

Mid month I hope to see 

everyone at our Reverse 

Raffle.  You don’t want 

to miss this great time 

and the chance to win 

some big bucks.  In addi-

tion, the ticket price for 

two includes free cock-

tails and food.  This is 

our only fundraiser of the 

year and its profits go to 

our Clubhouse Building 

Fund.  So, get your ticket 

from any Bridge member 

before they are sold out.  

See you at our next mem-

bership meeting May 4th. 

 

Dodi Bunker  
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Jim Haislip — Immediate Past Commodore  

Where to begin. 

Of course, thank you Mary, our new Gull editor.  First, for stepping up to what is a truly difficult position. Com-

posing and publishing  an 8-10 page newsletter each month is tough.  Fighting for articles, editing articles, pic-

tures, etc.  Believe me, it's tough.  Mary's got some great new ideas for the Gull that you will be seeing in the near 

future.  If the March and April editions are any indication, future editions are gonna be great. Please all, give her 

your support. 

We haven't been around lately, more about that later. 

If you haven' t bought tickets yet, please do so for the Reverse Raffle.  It's a gas (boy is that old!).  If you haven't 

been, it is really a fun evening, and everyone has a real chance to go home with at least the cost of your ticket, or 

much much more.  Plus, your Raffle ticket includes free drinks and food.  Can't get any better than that.  The eve-

ning is our clubs only fund raiser and I encourage everyone to both attend and invite all of your friends to do so.  

Besides, where else will you have the opportunity to hear our great MC, (Curt Johnson) in person, in all his glory. 

Now for the ―We haven't been around lately...‖ part.  Brenda, our son Ken, and I are moving!  It's been in the 

works for a few years and we are now on our way.  We've sold Harbour Drive, and have purchased a home in the 

Ghent historical district of New Bern, North Carolina.  It's about 100 years old and needs a little updating; founda-

tion, central air etc, so in the meantime we're renting a beach house here on the North Carolina Outer Banks in 

Nags Head.  We've been here two months and will probably be here another couple of weeks or so. Instant Vaca-

tion. 

We've been exploring; the Wright Brothers Memorial, Jockey's Ridge, of course the wild mustangs, Pea Island, 

and Dirty Dicks Crab House, (that's another article in itself).  Big Hint: For fresh seafood – Dirty Dicks, No, Mill-

ers Waterfront, Yes, the seafood is fresher, local, less expensive, and no tourists. For do it yourself, Austin Fish 

Company, Nags Head and Rodanthe.  Recommendations not for Corolla and Duck, that's a whole different thing. 

A few photos 

        From the deck – to the East                                                        To the West  
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Jim Haislip — Immediate Past Commodore                continued 

Fishing – kinda. Caught a skate and what's affectionately called here a ―Blow Toad‖ 

Exploring with weekend guests (Yes, that's Sue and Dave) On the each 

Our time here has been fun. As the saying goes, the Outer Banks are a great place to visit for awhile, but I wouldn't 

want to live here full time.  For the first month, we were the only occupied home within a six block radius; there 

are now about six.  It's a thirty mile round trip to fill your prescriptions, and we now know why the Wright Broth-

ers picked this spot.  Not really negative, just not a full time neighborhood.  

Our new home is within about six blocks of three marinas, two rivers, multiple boat launch areas (all free).  New 

Bern is definitely a water town.  It's at the junction of the Neuse and Trent rivers and just a bit up from Pamlico 

Sound.  The ultimate boss, Brenda, gave her permission to look at a new boat, ―As long as it's a small one.‖  So I 

went on Ebay and showed her a photo of a 40' Owens Tahitian (1964- sold for $4,350), and a 22' Grady-White 

Seafairer with a 225 Yamaha 4-stroke, ($47,900).  She pointed to the Grady-White and said ―Yea, like that, a small 

one.‖  I'm so bad. But it's only fair, right?  She has her hardwood floors, leaded glass, pocket doors, tin roof, more 

windows than she can decorate in years, a huge front porch with columns, two fireplaces, and historic status.  

Evens out.     

More later. We miss you all, really.  

IPC 

Jim  
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You are cordially invited to the annual  
 

Aquia Harbour Yacht Club 
 

 

  

 

 
 

Saturday, May 1, 2010 -  6:30PM 
at the Harbour Inn 

Price is: $20. per person 
 
 

Menu 
Beef Tenderloin Steaks, Dodi's Special Potatoes, Fresh String Beans Al-

mondine, Salad, Rolls, Dessert, Beverage (coffee, iced tea, hot tea, soft drinks, 
water) 

 
CASH BAR (mixed drinks: $3; wine: $2; beer: $1) 

Music:  8:30 to 11PM ? 
Attire:  Casual (bring your dancing shoes)  

 
 
Deadline for Reservation:   April 28th -   
Payment - contact:  Lamont Trumbo, 3405 Aquia Drive (703-973-2174) OR 
Margie Coffee, 2008 Stateroom Drive (540-720-6789)  OR Tom Klapak, 1013 
Potomac Drive (659-6124)  
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The Annual Blessing of the Fleet 
And  

Flag Raising 

 
2 pm, Sunday, May 2

rd
 2010 

At 

The Aquia Harbour Marina 
 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOUR BOAT 

BLESSED IN THE CEREMONY OR HAVE ANY QUES-

TIONS, PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN VUKELIC AT 
VUKE993@HOTMAIL.COM, BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR BOAT 

NAME 

All boats entered will be blessed to celebrate the 

start of the 2010 boating season 

 

“WE ARE FIRST ON THE WATER” 

mailto:VUKE993@HOTMAIL.COM
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AHYC Calendar 2010 

Month Date Day Event Location Host Organization 

May 1 SAT Spring Fling Harbour Inn AHYC Shore 

  2 Sun 
Flag Raising/Blessing of the 

Fleet 
Marina AHYC Fleet 

  15 Sat AHYC Reverse Raffle Harbour Inn IOBG/Shore 

  28-31 SAT-MON Memorial Day Cruise  CBYC AHYC Fleet 

June 5 SAT 
62nd Annual Queen of the 

Chesapeake Pageant 

Maryland Yacht Club 

Grounds 
CBYCA 

  11-13 FRI-SUN 
Colonial Beach Cruise/58th 

Potomac River Festival 
Colonial Beach YC PRYCA 

  18-20 FRI-SUN Summer Kick Off Party Cobb Island PRYCA 

  19 SAT Raft up at the Bridge Train Bridge AHYC Fleet 

  26 SAT 
Fireworks Tim's I raft up over-

night in Matowomic creek 
Matowomic creek AHYC Fleet 

July 2-18 FRI-SUN 
4th July Annapolis then on 

the DELMARVIR loop 
numerous stops 

AHYC Fleet - Mike 

Neremeberg 

  10 SAT Fireworks TIM'S II raft up Fairview Beach AHYC Fleet 

  16-18 FRI-SUN PRYCA Float-In Port Kinsale PRYCA 

  24  SAT  Aquapalooza 2010 Tim’s Rivershore I AHYC Fleet 

August 6-7 FRI-SUN Dog Days of August Colonial Beach YC PRYCA, CBYCA 

  14-15 SAT-SUN Overnight Raft-Up TBD AHYC Fleet 

  21 SAT Crab Fest and Clam bake Marina / Club house AHYC Shore 

September 4-6 SAT-MON 
Labor Day Cruise Tall Tim-

bers 
Tall Timbers AHYC Fleet 

  10 FRI 
International night / Club 

Elections 
Club House AHYC Shore 

  11 SAT Marina Fest Marina AHYC Shore 

  18 SAT  Raft up TBD AHYC Fleet 

October 9-11 SAT-MON 
End of Summer Party / 

Dinner 

Club house/ Marina/ 

TBD 
AHYC Shore 

  30-31 SAT-SUN Halloween Trip Alexandria AHYC Fleet 

November 6 SAT Change of Watch TBD AHYC Shore 

December TBD TBD Holiday/ Christmas Party Club House AHYC Shore 

  TBD TBD Lighted Boat Parade Colonial Beach YC PRYCA 

  TBD TBD 
Frost Bite Cruise/Parade of 

Lighted Boats 
Alexandria Waterfront PRYCA 

  31 FRI New Years Eve Party Club House 
AHYC Shore/ Bridge / 

Members 

Monthly 

1st Tues Jan-Dec 
General Membership Meeting - 
8:00 

AHYC Clubhouse AHYC 

3rd Tues Jan-Dec AHYC Bridge Meeting - 7:30 AHYC Clubhouse AHYC Bridge 

25 Jan-Dec Gull articles due Send to Jim Haislip AHYC Bridge 

KEY:  Color Code:     Red - Bridge,    Green - Shore,    Blue – Fleet,   Black - Other Organization    

      

Club House Open Every Friday!!  Always need members to volunteer to Bar Tend or Host International Night at Club 

House!! 



MINUTES OF THE AQUIA HARBOUR YACHT CLUB 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 8:00 PM, 06 April 2010 

AHYC CLUBHOUSE, AQUIA HARBOUR, VIRGINIA 
 

Call to Order:  Commodore Dodi Bunker presiding, called the meeting to order at 8:05 pm.  Other Bridge mem-

bers present were:  Vice Commodore Tom Klapak, Rear Commodore Robert Stephens, Secretary MJ Surina, Treas-

urer Steve Martino.  Absent IPC Jim Haislip. 

   

Secretary’s Report:  New members Roger Martino was presented his membership package.  Still missing some 

members dues. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  $3365.65 

 

Fleet Captain Report:   
1) Blessing of the Fleet, May 2, 2010 at 2:30 pm.  Need volunteers to help out with getting the food ready, 

programs, etc.  Sign-up sheet for the Blessing of the Fleet will be in the Clubhouse. 

2) This will be the last membership meeting that I will be attending as moving away.  Darrell Edgar will be 

Fleet Captain after May 2, 2010. 

 

Rear Commodore:  Have two events for May:  Spring Fling on May 01, 2010 and the Reverse Raffle on May 15, 

2010 at the Aquia Harbour Inn.  Information will be forthcoming on Spring Fling. 

 

Vice Commodore:    

1) Stewart report for Clubhouse is $752. 

2) Speaker for May 4th meeting will be Darrell Edgar – Boat safety during hurricane 

Clubhouse Report:  Need bartenders. 

 

IPC:  N/A 

 

PRYCA:   Reverse Raffle will be $65 per couple 

Float in at Port Kinsale is July 16-18, 2010.  Get your reservations in ASAP. 

Dog Days will be held at Colonial Beach 06-08 Aug. 2010 

Will try to get more information about the Wounded Warrior Cruise 

Paddle Wheeler Murder Mystery Cruise 28 Aug 2010.  Will get more information on that. 

  

Commodore: Communications – please advise MJ of any email address changes. 

  Have new webmaster. 

Will be doing 50/50 drawing on Friday nights at the clubhouse.  Winner need not be present to win 

– but need your name and phone number on ticket(s). 

Will be posting our events on Aquia Harbour website 

Writing articles for the Harbour View 
 

 

Dodi was the 50/50 winner. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm 
 

 

 

MJ Surina 

Secretary 
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A Message from our Past Secretary—MJ Surina 

Introducing our new Secretary — Bonnie Coile 

Greetings from your new AHYC 

Secretary!  I attended my first 

Bridge meeting on April 20th, 

where I was voted on, approved and 

sworn-in as Secretary.  Thanks to 

past Secretary MJ Surina for all the 

time and hard work she dedicated to 

the Bridge.  Hopefully, we will still 

see MJ around the Clubhouse. 

I want to share a little about myself 

and my background.  I grew up in 

Alexandria near Mount Vernon, 

where my parents still live today.  

With the exception of three years 

that I spent in Charleston, SC, I have 

lived in this area my entire life. So, I 

am a true Washingtonian, and so is 

my husband Dave -- which is quite 

rare these days.  It was during my 

time in Charleston that I fell in love 

with boating and life on the water. I 

purchased my first boat in 1998 -- a 

16' Sea Ray jet boat -- and I was 

hooked!  When I met Dave in 2003, 

he already had two daughters and 

we quickly discovered that my small 

vessel was not conducive to 

"family" outings.  So, we upgraded 

to a 21' Sea Ray open bow.  After a 

few years of spending long days out 

on this boat, racing back to the Ma-

rina with little daylight remaining, I 

longed for a cabin cruiser so we 

could take longer trips and stay out 

bour since 1999 and have kept my 

boat in a slip at the Marina since 

2005.  I love living in the Harbour 

and am excited about becoming 

more involved in our boating com-

munity.  I am honored to serve on 

the Bridge, and look forward to 

working with my fellow Bridge 

members to help the AHYC con-

tinue to grow and thrive for every-

one's enjoyment. 

Our membership numbers continue 

to increase.  During the April 20th 

Bridge meeting, we voted on and 

approved three new member fami-

lies:  Paul & Jamie Czetwertynski, 

Richard & Joan Kohls, and Matthew 

& Amanda Phillips.  I hope every-

one can attend the next general 

membership meeting scheduled for 

May 4th at 8PM, during which our 

new members will be introduced 

and presented with membership 

packages.  Please join us to meet our 

new members and welcome them to 

the AHYC.  Also, remember to pur-

chase 50/50 tickets at our monthly 

meeting.  These proceeds help build 

the AHYC checking account, and 

every little bit helps. 

Hope to see everyone on May 4th! 

Bonnie 

overnight.  Thus, last September, we 

purchased a 270 Sea Ray Sundancer 

which so far has enabled us to take 

trips to Tall Timbers and Old Towne 

Alexandria, in addition to joining 

fellow AHYC members in several 

overnight raft-ups.  Yet I already 

find myself daydreaming about the 

next boat!   

When I can't be out on the water, 

I'm busy recruiting attorneys for 

Holland & Knight, a large interna-

tional law firm.  I work out of our 

Washington, DC office and handle 

recruiting for that office as well as 

our offices in McLean, Bethesda 

and Beijing.  I also run our Summer 

Associate Program, working with 

law students, which unfortunately 

keeps me pretty busy during the 

peak boating season.  Luckily, it 

only impacts my schedule during the 

week, leaving my weekends free to 

cruise the river.  After boating for 

12+ years, I just got my boating 

safety certification!  Dave and his 

youngest daughter Tori got certified 

as well, so we are ready for a won-

derful and safe boating season! 

While I am new to the Bridge and 

relatively new to the AHYC (I 

joined in August 2009), I am defi-

nitely not new to the Aquia Harbour 

community.  I have lived in the Har-

I want to thank Bonnie Coile for agreeing to help the club out and come on 

board as secretary.  I also want to thank the club members for voting me in as 

secretary last year and then this year.  I’m sorry that I was not able to support 

the members to the best of my ability these past few months with my personal 

travel and also the travel that I had to complete with my other organization.  (I 

don’t like to quit!) 

I hope to see you around from time to time. 

MJ 
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Treasurer’s 

Report  -  

Steve Martino 
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I want to thank everyone for their 

contributions to this publication.   

Dodi’s Commodore articles on 

club activities keep us all up-to-

date with what’s going on with 

the club.  And her ―trip report‖ 

that was submitted for last 

month’s Gull was wonderful!  I 

don’t get to travel much and I en-

joy being able to ―travel‖ vicari-

ously through another’s eyes.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH DODI! 

As you all know by now, Jim and 

Brenda Haislip have moved to 

North Carolina and even though 

they’re no longer residents of this 

community, they are still contrib-

uting.  This month Jim sent us a 

wonderful article (with pictures!) 

about his and Brenda’s new 

home—both their temporary one 

at the beach and their permanent 

one.  Fred and I do a yearly family 

vacation at the Outer Banks and I 

agree, the Outer Banks is a great 

place to visit but it’s not a place 

where I could live full time.   

I would like to thank MJ Surina 

for sending in the minutes from 

the April General meeting and the 

short piece introducing our new 

club Secretary—Bonnie Coile.   

And THANK YOU Bonnie for 

taking the time to write about 

yourself.  Fred and I are also af-

flicted with what I call ―boat fe-

ver‖.  We’ve been through so 

many boats, I’m beginning to lose 

track.  There is always another 

interesting one right around the 

corner… So many boats….so lit-

tle time ;-)  I’m glad you stepped 

in to volunteer as our secretary 

and I’m looking forward to work-

ing with you.   

Tom Klapak, Bob Stevens and the 

Shore Committee are busy getting 

ready for our Spring Fling and the 

Blessing of the Fleet so I don’t 

have articles from them this 

month but I’m sure that we can 

expect to hear about the great 

times that were had.  Darrell Ed-

gar has stepped in for Brian Vuke-

lic so while I don’t have anything 

from the Fleet Captain this month, 

I’m sure I’ll have fleet news for 

next month’s edition.   

Mary 

Gull Editor—Mary Elsis 

   Account Balances - As of 4/20/2010 

 
   Bank Accounts 
 
   AHYC Checking     $3,180.40 
 
 
TOTAL   Bank Accounts      3,180.40 
 
Cash Accounts 
 
   Emergency Fund      1,000.00 
   Impress, H&W             0.00 
   Impress, Shore             0.00 
   Impress Fund         250.00 
   Monthly International or Event Friday's      400.00 
   Welfare Fund         200.00 
 
TOTAL    Cash Accounts       1,850.00 
 
   Asset Accounts 
 
   Clubhouse Bldg Fund         0.00 
 
TOTAL    Asset Accounts          0.00 
  
OVERALL TOTAL       $5,030.40 



 

Fleet Captain  Brian Vukelic 

Fleet Chair    

Service   Dwight Schmidt  

Fleet Surgeon  Joanne Hess  

 

Secretary  Bonnie Coile 

Telephone     

Membership   

50/50    

 

Treasurer  Steve Martino 

 

IPC   Jim Haislip 

We are on the Web 

www.ahyc.org 

 

 

 

Commodore  Dodi Bunker 

PRYCA Delegate  PC Curt Johnson 

CBYCA Delegate  PC Tom Kenavan 

AHYCA Steward  D Adams / G Sirbaugh \ 

   Dwight Schmidt 

Community Action   

 

Vice Commodore Tom Klapak 

Education and Training   

Gull Editor  Mary Elsis 

Health and Welfare  Linda Witson 

Webmaster  Ken Novellino 

Historian   Tom Kenavan 

Education and Training Tom Klapak 

 

Rear Commodore Robert Stephens 

Supply Officer  Steve Martino 

Shore Chair   
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